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LEGAMBIENTE



DESCRIZIONE per CAMPI e PROGETTI DI VOLONTARIATO INTERNAZIONALI 2012
Name of the Camp: LEGMTV VERONA
Date: 01/12/2012 - 31/01/2013.
Number of participants: 3 volunteers (adults).
PROJECT: 

Legambiente’s project is addressed to anyone who wants to live an unusual experience, to adapt their habits and making them sustainable for the care of the planet.

In our project the volunteers will experiment a different life style : they will have the opportunity to deal with ecological practices such as the separation of garbage the re-using and recycling, water and electricity saving, food based on local and season products, sustainable mobility, etc.
Volunteers will practice principles of sustainable mobility using bicycles and public transport, they will discover a different kind of tourism, exploring the territory rich in nature, according to the workcamp’s context instead of visiting the bigger and more common cities.

Life in community is a key point in any of Legambiente’s project, since it is the link which allows the cultural exchange and the discovery of the surroundings.

Therefore, it is important that the candidates are willing to adapt their own habits during the period of the camp and realize together how a different world is possible!
WORK: 
The volunteers will be involved about 30 hours from Monday to Friday (it may be required to work some Sundays), mostly cleaning/taking care of the green areas up the hill, along the historical Walls of Verona, the bastions on the right side of city and Santa Marta’s park. The main works are cleaning, cutting grass and branches and general maintenance of the park. Volunteers will also participate in the associations manifestations such as urban trekkings (thematic walks along the Walls of Verona) and environmental campaigns (Pendolaria, Mal’aria, Save the Art, etc). They often work together with Italian volunteers and are in contact with local people. Volunteers will participate in weekly meetings to deepen their knowledge on environmental issues, such as air pollution, energy,recycling etc.
LOCATION: 
Ex Caserma di Santa Marta: east part of the centre of Verona, near the university area. Santa Marta was the head quarters of the Austrian army in Northern Italy during the nineteenth century. Legambiente and Comitato per il Verde are in charge of the maintenance of Santa Marta’s park situated near Porta Vescovo and the green areas on the hill, along the historical Walls of Verona, mainly from the 1500’s.
ACCOMMODATION: 
An Apartment in the park of Santa Marta with 2 bedrooms for 2 persons.The association offers board and lodging. The volunteers, by turn, clean the house, make lunch, wash dishes, open and close the gate.
LANGUAGE: The official language is English.
TERMINAL: TRAIN: The train station is Verona Porta Nuova, you can check the train time tables at the website www.trenitalia.it or Verona Porta Vescovo coming from Venezia.
AIRPORT: 

Verona – Catullo (VRN) is the nearest airport (20 min. far from the train station), once you are in the airport, take the bus which will take you directly to the station

you can also fly to:                

Verona Brescia (VBS), 40mins. away. there is a bus which will take you from the airport directly to Verona Porta Nuova’s train station

Venice Treviso(TSF), 2hrs away. Take a bus to the TREVISO train station, and from there a train to Verona Porta Nuova

Venice Marco Polo(VCE), 2hrs away. Take a bus to the VENEZIA MESTRE train station, and from there a train to Verona Porta Nuova

Milano Malpensa(MXP)  o Milano Linate(LIN) all airports, about 2hrs away. Take a bus to the MILANO CENTRALE train station, and from there a train to Verona Porta Nuova

Milano Bergamo or Orio al Serio (BGY), about 3hrs away. Take a bus to the BERGAMO train station, from there take a train to Verona Porta Nuova. There are also buses to MILAN, but Milan’s train station is farther away from Verona, it is more expensive to get to and then it is more expensive to travel to Verona from there. 

SPECIAL REMARKS: 
At disposition: A bike for each volunteer; a house phone; internet access at definite times (in the office). 
What to bring: sleeping bag, games, instruments, something typical from your country to share with the others,

working shoes, working clothes (old clothes you can get dirty), warm clothes (even if it is Italy, it is getting cold sometimes!), raincoat. 

WHO ARE WE?

Legambiente is a leading environmental organisation in Italy formed by 20 regional committees and more than 2000 local groups. Legambiente runs national and international campaigns aimed at reducing traffic and air pollution, pesticides use, or proposing new energy policy, enhancing use of renewable sources, energy efficiency and conservation etc.

Since 1991 we have been organising a voluntary campaign, promoting summer-camps in many protected areas both in Italy and abroad, with the aim of raising public awareness on environmental issues such as forest-fire or habitat degradation, collecting information on natural resources, promoting green tourism, developing sustainable economy, helping people to be active for the conservation of our natural and cultural heritage.

International work camps, promoted by Legambiente, are part of the associations’ main campaigns and volunteers activities contribute to achieve the goals of each campaign.

The common aim of environmental work camps is to improve areas with a distinctive naturalistic and cultural feature and to help solving environmental emergencies of our country. 
The main activities volunteers carry out are related to paths maintenance or beaches and protected areas cleaning; furthermore, volunteers collaborate in fire prevention or raising awareness on environmental issues.

Some work camps are organized within the campaign “Carovana dell Alpi” (Caravan of Alps). This annual campaign, which was first organised in 2002, photographs the alpine system in detail, reports cases of environmental decay and evaluates experiences of sustainable development and ecological re-conversion of the economy. It also proposes the consolidation of the system of nature protected areas.

The aims of “Salvalarte”, carried out by volunteers, are to awake public opinion, promote the reclaim and restoration of monuments and art works that have been abandoned to decay.

Legambiente also gives the opportunity to discover small villages and local traditions of Italy, protected and promoted by “Piccola Grande Italia” (Small Big Italy) campaign, which aims to increase the value of our great heritage – environment, cultural property, local typical products and traditions – cherished in small Italian towns, the irreplaceable defence grounds of the Italian identity. The campaign has already involved 500 towns with less than 5 thousands inhabitants, mountain and provincial communities.

WORK CAMPS ACCORDING TO LEGAMBIENTE

Period: Legambiente’s international work camps usually last from 10 up to 20 days, but mostly 15 days. All participants are expected to arrive on the first day and to leave on the last day of the work camp.

Number of participants: between 8 and 20 volunteers.

Age and composition of the group: the minimum age limit is 18 (except for TEENage camps) and there is no maximum age limit. More than half of participants are between 21 and 35 years of age; 1 out of 10 is older than 40 years. International participants are usually younger; women are the majority (more than 60%).

Participants between 15 and 17 years of age can join only TEENage camps; parents and children (between 4 and 10 years of age) can only participate in family work camps. 

People over 50 years, can also take part in “senior volunteers” projects.

PROJECT-Aims: Voluntary work camps have 2 main objectives:

-promoting a cultural exchange through a common experience of voluntary work;
-realizing an environmental project in order to protect the Italian environmental, historical, cultural and artistic heritage.

WORK-Daily organization: Each work camp can be differently organized according to its specific needs.
Volunteers will be usually working between 4/8 hours per day. Sometimes they may be asked for working over the weekend or early in the morning in case of high temperature. Volunteers are expected to be open-minded, flexible, and adaptable to various situations. Moreover, they need to be willing to work in team and inclined to face either lacks or unexpected events with a positive attitude. Not elsewhere specified, special skills are not required. Nevertheless, participation, enthusiasm and motivation are welcome! 

Usually volunteers sleep in mixed rooms.
Single or double rooms are not available.
Shifts for cooking and cleaning are scheduled during the first day.

Every volunteer is responsible for all aspects of the daily life on the work camp. 
Animals are not allowed since they could interfere with local flora and fauna. Furthermore, volunteers may be allergic.
Language: English is the official language of the work camp. 

International work camps host a maximum of 2 volunteers each country in order to create a heterogeneous group and to make possible a real cultural exchange.
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